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TRANSITIONS AT FSES

November is a transition month. The end of
autumn is upon us, the Christmas season is
beginning, our first round of report cards
occurs, and staff and students have an
opportunity to meet and discuss learning goals
for the next phase of the school year. It's a
time to reflect, not only about school, but about
the world around us. With Remembrance Day
early in the month, we are given the wonderful
opportunity to take time to be thankful for our
comfortable, safe, prosperous country, and to
extend our gratitude to those who work to keep
it that way. And speaking of prosperity, special
thanks needs to be extended to our grade three
classes and our school community for the work
they did in early October. We gathered a
wonderful array of food to donate to the Food
Bank and in doing so supported those who
struggle to provide for their growing families.
Our grade two students dazzled us with their
Hallowe’en performances. Thanks to Mrs.
Becker and all our staff members for their
tireless performance efforts!

November will see continued work with our
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the character

students on trait
“integrity”. This word, and its
meaning, is heard frequently in our
hallways and classrooms. Our
students know that “integrity” means
to do the right thing even though it
might be hard to do. Check out our
integrity students’ pictures on our
star wall. It's very impressive.

Please safely, and with joy and
laughter, enjoy the upcoming five
day break. Come back to school
ready to celebrate learning, get our
Christmas concert up and running,
and wind up 2009 in fine style.

CLOTHING DONATIONS NEEDED

Every once in a while one of our students decides to go for a "swim"
in a puddle or the like and is in need of dry clothes. We have plenty
of clothes for older children, but are in need of pants in sizes 6 - 10
which could be worn by a sopping wet boy or girl. We will gladly
accept any clothes at all, but particularly need the smaller

sizes. Send them into the office at any time, and thank you!
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS!

Nxominations are now open for the
2010 Excellence in Teaching Awards.
Sponsored by Alberta Education, the
Excellence in Teaching Awards
recognize the innovative and
outstanding teaching that takes place
in classrooms across Alberta every
day.

Each year, the program honours 20
teachers with Provincial Excellence in

Teaching Awards and three teachers
with  SMARTer Kids Foundation
Innovative Use of Technology
Awards. Since 1989, the program has
recognized more than 400 teachers
from over 8,000 nominees.

Do you know a teacher who
exemplifies innovative and
outstanding teaching practices? Have
you witnessed the creativity and
commitment of your child’s teacher in

The Lion’s Roar

inspiring and engaging classroom
activities? This is your opportunity to
recognize the contributions of
teachers in your school.

The complete nomination package
and additional information about the
2010 Excellence in Teaching Awards
is available at
www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/

excellence.aspx.

TeEcHNoOLoGY & FSES

There is no question that technology
is alive and well in our school. Our
Smartboards bring the world to our
classrooms and allow our students to
learn and experience things that they
would not be able to do without these
amazing tools. Please make sure to
check our school and district websites
daily to receive news and updates
about a variety of topics. As well,
there are many wonderful educational
links to browse and enjoy.

Research in this area indicates that
our children are “digital” learners and
as such must learn not only how to
manage the technology, but also how
to ask the right questions to gain the
right answers. It's a challenging task,
to be sure. Consider watching the
video http://www.armorath.com/
blog/2009/03/18/
microsoft-
envisioning-the-
future/ to see
exactly what our
children  know
and need to
know. It's a new
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EIPS GOEs WIRELESS

Students in Elk Island Public Schools
(EIPS) are enjoying increased access
to technology in classrooms and other
learning spaces as a result of the
installation of Wireless Local Area
Networks (WLANS) in all schools.

Completed over the past school year
as part of EIPS’ 21° Century
Technology Initiative, the $3-million
investment also provided each school
with three SMART Boards® and 16
mobile laptops in a rolling cart.

Wireless networks provide the least
intrusive and most flexible way to
bring computers into classrooms,
thereby facilitating student research
and collaborative project work.

EIPS is one of only a select few
school jurisdictions in Alberta able to
boast having WLANSs in all schools,
thus increasing the flexibility of
teachers and students in the use of
computers and communications
technology.

We

members.

Santa's Worksh&

will once again host our annual

"Santa’'s Workshop” in early December. Students
will be able to “shop” for gifts for family
All gifts are donated items.
that families please send items in to school that
our students would enjoy purchasing as Christmas
gifts. All items will be purchased for approximately

We ask

$1.00. Last year we received a wonderful assortment of
candles, soaps, books, bookmarks and so on which were happily wrapped

and left under Christmas trees.
donations at any time.

We will gladly start accep‘ringy
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Fort Saskatchewan Elementary School

A BOOK FOR EVERY CHILD CAMPAIGN

The Fort Saskatchewan Public Library, in
conjunction with the Food Bank, is
launching the “A Book For Every Child
Campaign” very soon! We will try to provide
children who cannot afford one, a new book
at Christmas.

The Campaign will run from mid November
to mid December. During this time collection boxes will be placed
in the school at the front door. At the conclusion of the campaign,
all the books donated will be given to the Food Bank for
distribution in their Christmas Hampers.

You can help us by donating a new or very gently used book for
babies, toddlers, and school aged children. Please help make a
book for every child possible!

Please contact Debbie Saranchuk at the Public Library for more
information (780 998 4275).

ScHOOL CRESTED CLOTHING

During Parent Teacher Student Conferences on November
24 and 25, FSE school crested clothing will once again be
available to order. Sample sizes will be on display. Hoodies,
toques, ball caps, t-shirts and sweatpants with our “Leo”
boldly displayed will be for sale. Come and check us out!

How might | support
my child in
mathematics?

Let your child know that all
students can be successful in
mathematics.

Encourage your child to think of
math problems as puzzles or
games.

Dondt undeaoueown i
mathematical capabilities.

Dondt say,
mat h. o

Encourage our child to restate the
problem in his or her own words.

Discuss how you use
mathematics in your daily life. For
example, cooking, shopping, bus
schedules, or math at work.

Does your child have asthma?

The start of another school year brings new  Your child’s school together with the Social
classes, new friends and of course new cold  Support Research Program and the Alberta
and flu bugs! For many children, being sick  Asthma Centre at the University of Alberta would
with a cold or flu can trigger asthma. In fact, |ike to offer a new program and test how we can

asthmais the leading cause of missed school  help children better manage asthma and feel
and hospitalization for children and these petter about themselves.

rates are highest during the fall. For some

children, having asthma can cause them to Children will learn about asthma, how to avoid the
triggers, and how to be active with asthma. They
will play games, role play, and have fun with other
children with asthma.

feel different or left out.

Would you like your child to

learn with other children
about managing their asthma
and feel more confident?

For more information or to participate, please contact:
Amy 780-492-1121
ak8@ualberta.ca

or Sharon 780 492-8945
sdanders@ualberta.ca
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NEws & NOTEs

School Fee Reminder

All school fees are now due. These
fees are critical to the day to day
operation of our school. Please
contact Mrs. Weir (780 998 7771) if
you are in need of any financial
arrangements. We will be very
pleased to work with you to arrange
an acceptable payment schedule.

Remembrance Day
Assembly

NOVEMBER Our grade f|Ve

11 classes will host

our Remembrance

Day Assembly on

Friday, November

6 at 10:30 am. Please join us in

honouring and remembering those
individuals who have sacrificed their
lives for our freedom.

Grade Six Service Club

Hats off to our grade six Service Club
who hosted our first Haunted House
AND collected candy donations for
the Food Bank. This month the
group will provide child care for the
conferences, and will host “Team
Jersey Day” on Friday, November 27
in which students and staff are invited
to wear any team jersey to school.

Report Cards

Our teachers have
been extremely busy
collecting evidence
of children’s learning!
Using a variety of
assessment

strategies and methods, teachers
have been determining whether
children are at an excellent,

proficient, acceptable, or limited
learning level on a variety of key
learner outcomes. Our report cards
will now give an entire picture of
assessment, rather than just a single
percentage score in a given subject.
They will be sent home on Friday,
November 20, 2009. We are very
excited about giving parents an
abundance of information about
students, along with subject related
comments, because of our excellent
reporting format. Please keep in mind
that the report card is only one part of
the information about a child’s
learning. The other part comes from
conferences. It is imperative that
parents set aside time to come and
speak with teachers. It's time very
well invested, and we look forward to
seeing you.

A conference booking sheet will be
sent home to each family in the next
while. This form will ask families to
indicate which night of conferences
(November 24 or 25) will work best
for their scheduled class visit. Please
fill out and return the form at your
earliest convenience.

Childcare for students in kindergarten
— grade three (no toddlers, please)
will be available in the gym on both
evenings.

The Lion’s Roar

We welcome
your feedback!

Please tell us what you think
about our newsletter by

either dropping us a note,
calling us at school
at 998-7771, or emailing
Mrs. Weir at
deb.weir@ei.educ.ab.ca

No CHILD WITHOUT

Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) is
currently on the waiting list to register
as a school division in No Child
Without, a joint program of the
Canadian MedicAlert Foundation and
the Lions Club of Canada. Through
this program, registered children
between their 4" and 14" birthdays
receive 24-hour MedicAlert coverage
free of charge. No Child Without
waives all initial registration fees and
ongoing membership costs during
these years.

Once EIPS registers as a division, we
will begin registering interested
schools with students in up to and
including Grade 8. The number of
schools eligible to register each year
will depend on the space and funding
available within the No Child Without
program. Upon school registration,
parents of eligible students will receive
additional information about the
program and have the opportunity to
register their children.

More information about No Child
Without is available at
www.nochildwithout.ca or by
contacting your school principal.
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