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As we launch into our last month on ñdeterminationò.  One 

of the most determined groups in our school are our 

musicians.  Under the amazing direction of Mrs. Becker, 

these students earned the right to compete in the recent 

provincial music festival.  I was honored to be able to 

watch our students sing their hearts out last Friday and 

represent our school and community with a maturity 

beyond their years.  We are very fortunate to have been 

sponsored by ñFreckle Fashionsò (William Kellyôs family), 

and the Smiths (Drake Smithôs family).  Their financial 

donation made the provincial trip possible and we canôt 

thank them enough for their generous support.   

I am astounded by the rate at which this year has flown by!  

We have had a marvelous time these past months 

watching the new school move from being mere pictures 

on a page to an ñalmost completeò building.  We have 

relished working with all our students, and learning with 

and about all the new technology in the school. Itôs been 

great! 

During the month of April, we took 

time to thank the volunteers without 

whom we just couldnôt function!  

Many, many parents, family and 

c omm uni t y  members ,  and 

neighborhood friends take time out 

of busy lives to help our school run 

effectively and safely.  I thank all of 
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Inside this issue:  

Upcoming Events:  

May 20ð Fake Injury Day 

and Chip Day  

May 21ñ24ð no school 

May 26ð Gr. 2s to 

Ukrainian Village  

May 27ð Gr. 4 to SWC  

May 27ð Hot Lunch  

May 28ð Gr. 6 Birch Bay  

May 28ð Gr. 4 òPeople of 

the Northó 

 

Wow! Where does the time go? Thereôs less 

than 7 weeks of library time left. That is just 

over a dozen books for each of you left to read. 

Make sure to check out the last batches of new 

books that will be displayed in the next few 

weeks. 

It is my pleasure also to an-

nounce the winner of the 2010 

YRCA nominees. Drum roll 

pleaseé. ñDiary of a Wimpy Kidò 

by Jeff Kinney is the winner for 

2010. I know that this book was 

very popular with our grade 4 to 6 

readers as well. Congratulations! 

I attended a very interesting and highly motivat-

ing Library Conference over the past weekend 

WHISPERS FROM THE LIBRARY 
and am very excited to pass on a couple of 

great ideas to the principal that may be imple-

mented for the new school year. Iôll keep you 

posted. I was also able to pick up some free 

pencils and book marks promoting research 

tools and reading. Youôll be receiving these as 

prizes when you return your books on time as 

a group each week. 

Early this month the Grade 5 Book Club will be 

wrapping up ñWhere the Red Fern Growsò with 

two more first recess meetings on Tuesdays. I 

will see the club members in the library as 

usual. 

Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Johnston 
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Please Let us Know  

If families will be moving 

away from our school, 

please let us know as soon 

as possible.  We are 

currently budgeting and 

cons ider ing c lassroom 

configurations and would 

appreciate knowing who will 

be moving away.  If you are 

intending on staying in the school, no 

need to let us know, we will see you in 

August! 

Dropping New School Tours  

Unfortunately parents, students, and 

other community members will not be 

able to tour the new school site until it 

NEWS & N OTES 

The next School Council and Parent 

Society meeting on Wednesday, May 

26 at 6:30 pm  will be an important 

meeting to elect positions.   

The School Council has a number 

of positions which must be filled:  

(A) Chair - this position involves 

coordinating and chairing the meeting 

of school council.  The chairperson 

sets the agendas for meetings and is 

a communication link between school 

parents and school administration.   

(B) Vice Chair ï this position involves 

assisting the chairperson.  This 

person will also chair the meetings if 

needed. 

(C) Secretary ï this position involves 

recording the minutes of the school 

council meetings.  The secretary also 

records attendance at the meetings 

and will keep an official record of all 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  AGM 

meeting minutes, communications, 

etc. 

(D) COSC Representative ï this 

position is a liaison position between 

Council of School Council meetings 

which take place approximately the 

1st Wednesday of every month in 

Ardrossan.  This is an interesting 

meeting where representatives from 

all schools in Elk Island Public 

Schools come together for updates 

and learning opportunities.  You will 

bring the info to School Council. 

FSE Parent Society has a number 

of positions which must be filled.  

School Council AGM  

Wednesday, May 26  

At 6:30pm  

(A)  Chair ï this position involves 

coordinating and chairing the 

meetings of the parent society.  The 

parent society is the fundraising 

society for Fort Elementary 

School.  The chairperson sets the 

agendas for the meeting and is 

involved in the coordination of 

fundraising activities.  This year the 

fundraising society will be updating its 

bylaws. 

(B)  Vice Chair ï this position 

involves assisting the chair-

person.  This person will also chair 

the meetings if needed. 

(C)  Secretary ï this position involves 

recording and maintaining records of 

the meeting minutes. 

(D)  Treasurer ï this position involves 

keeping an accurate record of the 

accounting.  A treasurerôs report is 

presented at each meeting. 

is no longer a hard hat construction 

area.  We are planning to host some 

school tours prior the first day of 

school so that everyone can enjoy our 

new building.   

First Day of School  

Due to the lateness of the September 

long weekend, school will begin on 

M o n d a y ,  A u g u s t  3 0 ,  2 0 1 0 .  

Kindergarten will start with staggered 

entry dates, with the first day of full 

kindergarten classes falling on 

Thursday, September 2, 2010.  A 

change to our schedule next year will 

be to not have kindergarten classes 

on the first Wednesday (staff meeting 

(Continued on page 3) 

you for putting in the effort to be a part of 

our school.  The students and staff 

appreciate all that you do.  Know that you 

indeed, have made a difference and are 

our ñlights of loveò.  Special thanks to our 

School Council whose tireless efforts have 

brought numerous gifts to our children.   

Many thanks to the school families who 

helped us raise over $9000 with our Spell 

a Thon!  This is incredible!!!  The funds 

will go towards our new playgrounds.  We 

are very excited to be able to bring 

wonderful new play structures to the 

students and community members of Fort 

Saskatchewan.  Letôs enjoy these last two 

months in our dear old building! 

(Continued from page 1) 

THANKS  (CONT` D) 
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day/early dismissal) of each month.  

This will allow kindergarten students 

to attend school right until the end of 

the school year. 

Heelies and Wheelies  

Love the warm 

weather!  Love the 

green grass!  Love 

the longer days!  

Donôt love the 

possibilities of unsafe 

behavior with bikes and heelies.  

Students are asked to leave their 

heelies at home, and to walk their 

bikes on school grounds.  If students 

ñforgetò and insist on using their 

heelies or bikes on school grounds, 

they will lose the privilege of bringing 

them to school for a set period of 

time.  Please talk with your children 

and impress upon them the 

importance of safe and respectful 

behavior. 

School Supplies 2010 -2011 

W e  a r e 

pleased to be 

able to offer a 

service for the 

upcoming year 

in which families will be able to 

preorder all or some school supplies 

for the upcoming school year.  ñWrite 

On Stationeryò is the company which 

provides this excellent opportunity.  

Participation is entirely voluntary.  

Order forms will be sent home in the 

next month.  The beauty of the 

program is that supplies can be 

purchased at this point in time so 

some of those September financial 

demands can be lessened.  Teachers 

(Continued from page 2) work with personnel from Write On to 

ensure that they are having parents 

buy exactly the right supplies.  No 

shopping!  No running to two or three 

stores looking for the correct duotang 

or colored pencils.  Prices are very 

competitive with big box store prices.  

Please consider using this great 

service. 

Health Lessons  

Students in grades K ï 6 will be receiving 

instruction in personal safety during the 

course of their regular Health classes.  

Instruction will focus on all levels of safety 

and the importance of keeping oneôs 

person safe and sound. 

Students in grades 4 ï 6 will be receiving 

instruction in human sexuality at an 

appropriate age and grade level.  If 

parents do NOT wish their child to attend 

the class, students will be given an 

alternative area in which to work on an 

individualized project.  These lessons will 

occur later on in the school year.  Exact 

dates of the lessons will be sent home in 

agenda books.  Parents are more than 

welcome to preview any learning 

materials, or to take a look at the Alberta 

Education Health curriculum for further 

clarification or information. We hope to 

see you there! 

Culture Club  

We are very pleased to be able to offer 

the Culture Club through our ñTansiò 

Kristen Jordan.  We have had an 

overwhelming response to the program 

(120 students) and have had to close 

registrations.  We hope to offer the Club 

again next year when Miss Jordan once 

again joins our staff for a few months. 

NEWS & N OTES (CONTõD) 

At an assembly on Friday, April 30, students Devon Hupka, Abigail Woodruff 

and Nicole Regnier (L to R) presented Mrs. Weir, Principal of Fort 

Saskatchewan Elementary School with a cheque for $1425.00.  The school 

received this money as a result of students competing in the Young Speakers 

Speech Competition to put toward literacy projects at the school. 

Each year Fort Saskatchewan Elementary holds a school wide speech contest 

for students in grades 4 to 6.  The best students in grade 4, 5 and 6 then went 

on to compete in the multi-school "Young Speakers Speech Competition."  

While the students in individual prizes, they also earn money for their schools 

as a result of their efforts. 



MUSIC  NOTES 

Strikepoint , our schoolôs handbell 

choir, attended the EIPS Handbell 

Festival  at Ecole Campbelltown 

School in Sherwood Park on April 

28th.  Each participating handbell 

choir performed a piece of their own 

choice and also participated in a 

"mass ring".  A mass ring is where all 

the handbell choirs play a piece at the 

same time.  A very well qualified 

handbell clinician worked with each 

choir and rehearsed the massed 

piece.  The morning ended with a 

concert for students and parents.  We 

learned a lot and had fun!  

Our FSE Choir  participated in the 

Alberta Music Festival Provincial 

Finals  on Friday, May 7th!  This was 
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a result of their excellent performance 

at our local festival.  Competing 

against eight other provincial choirs, 

our students were praised for their 

abilities to tell a story with their music.  

The adjudicator especially enjoyed 

the jokes in the song ñHumpty 

Dumptyò.  This opportunity did not 

come without cost.  We would like to 

sincerely thank Mr. Marvin Smith 

and family , as well as Freckle 

Fashion  for sponsoring our choir for 

this event.  We appreciate your 

support very 

much! 

Do you need a 

little extra help to 

give your children 

the basic tools 

they need to 

s u c c e e d  i n 

school? Look no 

further than the United Wayôs Tools 

for School program. Schools across 

Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) will 

participate in the 2010/2011 Tools for 

School campaign. Talk to your school 

pr incipal or  secretary dur ing 

registration to request a backpack. 

If you have the resources available to 

prepare your own children, why not 

help out other students in need? Pick 

up a few extra supplies when youôre 

out back-to-school shopping. Drop-off 

boxes will be located at various 

businesses in the community during 

the summer months. All supplies 

donated within a community are 

invested back into education in that 

community. 

While all supplies are welcome, 
specific items required for many of the 
backpacks include: 

 

Pencil crayons 

Dividers 

Pencil cases 

Pencils and pens 

 

Tools for School is a United Way 

program providing families who may 

have limited resources with essential 

school supplies to help students 

achieve success in their studies. For 

more information about Tools for 

School in EIPS, contact Karen Sand 

at 780-417-8225. 

Support students and education in our 

communit iesïbe par t  of  the 

2010/2011 Tools for School program 

in EIPS. 

TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS 

Student Transportation payride and 

school-of-choice fee information for 

the 2010/2011 year will be arriving in 

your mailboxes in May. Did you know 

yo u  ca n  p a y yo u r  s tud en t 

transportation fees online? Rather 

than driving to the Sherwood Park 

office, save time by using the secure 

o n l i n e  p a y m e n t  o p t i o n  a t 

www.eips.ca/content.php?page=294.  

Simply enter the information as it 

appears on the remittance form you 

receive in the mail, select your 

method of payment (MasterCard, 

Visa, American Express, INTERAC 

online), and the process is complete. 

You will receive an electronic receipt 

of the transaction sent to the e-mail 

address you provide. Itôs just that 

easy! 

Not only can you save time, you can 

also save money!  Pay your 

transportation fees before June 30  

and save $25. 

More information about Student 

Transportation is available from the 

link on the home page of our division 

website at www.eips.ca, or contact 

Student Transportation from the 

online Contact Us page.  

ONLINE  PAYMENT  

http://www.eips.ca/content.php?page=294
http://www.eips.ca/

